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Officers and Contact Information: 

 

President: Mr Roger Patterson                 

Chairman: Mr Tom Moore     

Hon. Treasurer: Mr Murray West  

Hon. Secretary: Mrs Sue Elliott          

Membership: Mr Gordon Allan 

Newsletter: Miss Caroline Drewett 

WISBOROUGH GREEN  

BEEKEEPERS’ ASSOCIATION 

DIARY OF EVENTS 
 

APIARY MEETINGS 

Sunday 5th October  - Hive inspections.  Prompt start at 2:30pm. 

This meeting has been organised due to the current foraging and weather conditions.  

 

WINTER MEETINGS 

The following talks will take place at the Loxwood North Hall starting at 7:30pm. 

 

Tuesday 28th October  - “Bees in the Wild –What Can we Learn from Them?”  
A talk by Roger Patterson.  *Please see additional information on page 5 of this edition. 

 

Tuesday 9th December - “How our bees work - a look at their structure and function” 

A talk by Daisy Day. 

 

WGBKA End of Season Supper  -  15th November (details on page 6) 

 

Autumn Countryside Show  -  11th & 12th October 

Weald & Downland Open Air Museum  -  www.wealddown.co.uk  

 

National Honey Show  -  30th October - 1st November (details on page 8) 

St George’s College, Weybridge Road, Addlestone, Surrey KT15 2QS.  

 

To help reduce the carbon footprint, parking and traffic on the roads we ask members 

to share vehicles if possible when attending meetings.  

 
 

01403 790637 roger-patterson@btconnect.com 

01798 343470 stone.house@btinternet.com 

01798 867048 murray@mt-w.co.uk 

01403 752493 sj.elliott@ukgateway.net 

01798 343470 petworthgordon@btopenworld.com 

01798 343883 caroline.drewett@btinternet.com  

A DIVISION OF WEST SUSSEX BEEKEEPERS’ ASSOCIATION 

OCTOBER 2014 

http://www.wealddown.co.uk
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This month's PiP is short because I have been spending a lot of time 

helping to organise the BIBBA/SICAMM conference.  There have also 

been some other issues that in time will become public, so I'm strug-

gling for time at the moment.  

 

As you may know by now Small Hive Beetle (SHB) has been found in 

Italy.  I haven't been able to read too much, but it appears it was found 

in a bait hive run by a University.  I don't know the circumstances, but 

SHB may have been in the vicinity for some time, just like varroa 

probably was in the U.K. before detection.  I suspect they will find it has a foothold, but I hope 

not. 

 

There are huge numbers of queens and package bees imported each year from Italy.  Sadly some 

have apparently been government funded to replace winter losses of bee farmers and have found 

their way to Hereford and Scotland.  The latter has caused much annoyance to Scottish beekeep-

ers. 

 

I have been opposing importations for many years.  They usually cover up for bad beekeeping or 

to satisfy beginners who are impatient and can't wait a few weeks to get locally produced bees that 

are more suitable.  There is supposed to be a shortage, but if there is it's because bees have died as 

a result of pests and diseases that have come into the country on imported bees!  Why do beekeep-

ers do it, when it is so easy to raise queens and make increase?  I know there are people locally 

who are using imported queens because I picked up a swarm that was so yellow that Daisy thought 

they were wasps!  There have been several reports of collected swarms with bright yellow queens; 

and those of us who prefer dark bees have noticed a higher proportion of yellow banded bees in 

colonies in the last couple of years.  We notice this because of the yellow, but there are darker im-

ports too.  I can only keep repeating - please avoid buying queens.  We have a queen rearing group 

that can be better supported.  We can help each other and raising your own queens isn't difficult. 

 

It has been suggested that beekeepers ask suppliers if their bees and queens are home reared, but 

what do you expect them to say?  I remember my Granny asking the butcher if the meat was fresh.  

I can never remember him saying "No"! 

 

A message to EVERYONE.  Don't just sit back and say SHB has only been found in Italy, not 

here, so there's no need to bother.  We must ALL be more knowledgeable and able to detect it.  

The Italians raise bees and queens for distribution throughout Europe, so it will spread quickly.  I 

know some of the so called "Buckfast" or "Buckfast crosses" are raised in Germany.  There are 

very few commercially available queens that are raised here, so most are imported.  SHB could be 

here already and we need to know about it, so I strongly suggest all members read up on it - there 

is information on the NBU website.  Don't turn up to the apiary not knowing anything about it.  

You have been warned and it is notifiable.  Sorry to be so forceful, but SHB is likely to get here 

through commercial and/or selfish interests and it will spread through poor understanding and apa-

thy - exactly the same as varroa did.  I have kept bees long enough to know how varroa changed 

beekeeping forever.  When researching SHB, I suggest you also read up on tropilaelaps, because 

that is more difficult to detect and just as damaging. 

 

Nell and friend 
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We will be having sessions during the winter where members can have the opportunity to learn 

more than we are able to teach at the apiary.  Details are in this newsletter.  Please register your 

interest with John Glover, as all the topics will be relevant to everyday beekeeping and you will be 

better prepared next summer.  Please don't think you have been before, so there is no need to go 

again.  There is always something you missed last time. 

 

Just to finish off on a light hearted note.  I have recently had an email from an Indian company of-

fering to sell me thymol crystals.  They state their monthly manufacturing capacity is 60 tons! 

 

 

Roger 
 

A message from Tom Moore. 

 
I know from messages that I received following the email circulation last month 
that many members were saddened to learn that Chris died on 3rd September.  He 
had somehow kept cheerful and strong through four bouts of cancer over eight 
years, including playing international hockey after his third round of treatment.  
He served on our committee and edited our newsletter from 2009 until February 
2013, and helped WGBKA in many other ways, for example in producing copies of 
Roger’s “Basic Beekeeping” for our Beginners Days.  Always positive, always will-
ing to help, always precise and prompt, you knew where you were with Chris. 
 
Nine members of WGBKA joined well over a hundred other friends and family at 
Chris’s funeral on 29th September.  Held at The Sustainability Centre near East 
Meon in Hampshire, it was a very moving occasion, and the sight of a smoker 
pointing skywards among the flowers on top of the wicker coffin was particularly 
poignant.  It was clear at the funeral that Chris’s enthusiasm for life had spread 
into so many areas, and he will be sorely missed.  We have lost a valued member, I 
have lost one of my dearest friends, and Helen has lost her beloved husband and 
soulmate.  May he rest in peace in the woods of the South Downs. 
 
Tom 
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Winter Beekeeping 2014/15 

 

Overall the teaching of practical beekeeping at the apiary is very good and I think our standards 

are as high as anywhere.  Although we discuss a variety of topics at apiary meetings, we are un-

able to teach much of the theory needed to understand our bees and manage them well.  We need 

to find other ways to do it, so we make use of the inactive time during the winter. 

 

We are planning two separate all day events, that are relevant to all beekeepers, whatever their ex-

perience.  These are Increase and Swarming.  This covers such things as:- 
 

 What happens in a colony when it swarms, as there is no point in trying to deal with a swarm-

ing colony if you don't know what it is doing. 

 Reasons why bees swarm. 

 Some methods of dealing with a colony that is preparing to swarm. 

 Hiving a swarm and subsequent management. 

 Managing colonies to reduce the possibility of swarming. 

 Reasons for making increase and some methods. 

 Uniting. 

 Assessing colonies, so we know which queen cells to keep. 

 Using natural queen cells. 

 The three types of queen cells . 

 Queen introduction. 

This is likely to be in a small hall, venue to be advised depending on numbers. 

 

Winter Workshops 

Following previous years successful sessions that were called "Winter Learning", we are repeating 

them again this winter.  A small number of people were confused by the name, hence the change. 

 

For those who are new or haven’t attended before, the format is a whole day event in small groups 

of no more than 15.  They are very informal and are usually held in beekeepers houses.  As well as 

learning, the intention is to give attendees an indication of the areas where they need to increase 

their knowledge.  It is based on a PowerPoint presentation with slides displayed for discussion.  

The feedback has been good and many find they learn a great deal on the day. 

 

There are three ability levels, based on the knowledge of attendees.  The topics change each year, 

but are always relevant to what you are likely to find in a colony during the summer.  If you have 

been before don’t think you won’t gain anything by attending again - you will!  There is always 

something new to know in beekeeping. 
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Attendees will be placed in the most suitable group for their current ability that is based on feed-

back from Demonstrators on your progress at the apiary. 

 

John Glover will be handling bookings for these events.  If you are interested in attending please 

email him on wgbees@gmail.com and register your interest.  The sooner this is done, the sooner 

we can fix up dates and venues.  It is important that you contact John ASAP.  Waiting may mean 

that no date is set because not enough members respond. 

 

Please copy the following format into an email to John.  Even if you don't wish to attend, we 

would still like to know, as it will prevent us chasing you to say you haven't responded. 

 

There are likely to be midweek and weekend sessions, so everyone has a chance to attend. 

 

Name(s):  

 

Increase and Swarming: Yes/No 

Midweek:  Yes/No 

Weekend:  Yes/No 

 

Winter Workshop: Yes/No 

Midweek:  Yes/No 

Weekend:  Yes/No 

I am able to host for 6-15 people. Yes/No 

 

If you are able to make both weekend and midweek, please indicate.  If you are only able to make 

some midweek days, e.g. you are unavailable Mondays and Tuesdays, please specify.  Please de-

lete what you can't do. 

 

Thanks. 

Roger 

Tuesday 28th October  - “Bees in the Wild –What Can we Learn from Them?”  

A talk by Roger Patterson. 

 

Roger’s talk will keep us entertained for up to 90 minutes, with refreshments after-

wards and a chance to catch up socially (and on beekeeping gossip).   

 

Enter the date in your diaries now and don’t forget to make the appropriate arrangements for any 

‘dog sitting’ (or ‘baby sitting’) that may be required! 

 

mailto:wgbees@gmail.com
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For several years now we have offered new beekeepers a Beginners Package that includes a hive, 

bees, and tuition.  These packages are offered to new members who have been through their initial 

training with us and are ready to have bees of their own.  It is not a ‘bee purchase’ scheme, rather a 

continuation of training, which results in you ending up with a hive of good quality bees at reason-

able cost. 

 

We have a lot of beginners coming through our training programme, and to be sure that this year’s 

beginners get considered ahead of anyone joining us next season I have started a list of names now 

of those who might wish to apply for a package in 2015.  The Packages can only go to those who 

have not had bees before and allocation will depend on availability of bees and the suitability of 

applicants.  It will not necessarily operate as first come first served.  There are several versions of 

the package with different contents; full details are available from Tom on application. 

 

If you would like to be considered for a package in 2015 please contact Tom, by email only, at 

stone.house@btinternet.com .  Having your name on the list now does not put you under any obli-

gation, but gives us a starting point when we come to the right time in spring.  We can't guarantee 

being able to supply Beginners Packages, as the supply of bees depends on overwintering and the 

requirements of the teaching apiary, but we will make every effort to get as many beginners as 

possible started with bees this way in 2015. 

 

Tom 

 

Annual Supper - A Date for your Diary 

 

The annual supper will be held on Saturday 15th November this year again at the Loxwood 

North Hall at 7pm. 

 

Ticket prices are being held at £7.50 per person. 

 

If you are new to the division, the supper is a great opportunity to meet and chat to other fellow 

beekeepers from your area.  It is also a good chance for partners to come along without the need 

for protective clothing and enjoy a glass of wine or three and share some great food. 

 

This is a bring and share evening so please indicate when booking your tickets through Daisy 

whether you would like to bring along a salad or a pudding.  The meat will be provided as well as 

liquid refreshments. 

 

Please also bring along some change as there is a raffle during the evening. 

 

Tickets do get booked up fairly early so please don't leave it too long before you reserve yours.  

This is a really fun evening and if you've never been before, why not come along this time. 

 

You can book tickets with Daisy on wellingtondays@hotmail.co.uk or mobile 07980 280852.  

 

mailto:stone.house@btinternet.com
mailto:wellingtondays@hotmail.co.uk
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A note from Tony Newman 

 

Greetings to all at Wisborough Green!  I’m sitting in my caravan working out the logistics of tak-

ing to the south of Spain 35 brood boxes, 80 supers (all with drawn combs), 20 roofs, crownboards 

and floors, 15 nuc boxes, a 20-frame extractor and two settling tanks.  That’s just the beekeeping 

gear.  Also a rotavator, chainsaw and an old 125cc trail bike.  Plus all the usual clothes, tools and 

bedding.  And it’s all got to go in my 1998 Transit van and trailer.  It will be a tight fit and I’m 

praying for no broken springs – just keep remembering “it’s an adventure”.  

 

I’ve not been to a meeting at Dounhurst for 2 years now and it’s not because I’ve not bothered.  

It’s because after managing 50 colonies over the week the last thing I want to do is to look at more 

bees on my day off!  Also having a new child suddenly reduces spare time dramatically.  So now 

we’re off to Spain to live on our smallholding we started 14 years ago. 

 

I want to thank Wisborough Green for teaching me so much practical knowledge and technique – 

and for the annual price of a meal for two!  Especially Roger, Daisy, Tom and Gordon for all your 

help.  WGBKA really is a gem for people who want to actually learn how to keep bees practically.  

And the rest is in books. 

 

I have a couple of tips that have worked very well for me and may for you as well.  Firstly – 

Booker’s 5-packs of heavy duty Marigold gloves - cheap, last for ages, wash in soda between 

hives and literally fit like a glove.  And strangely, the bees just don’t sting them.  Secondly, I think 

I discovered by accident a good cure for chalkbrood.  At the start of this year I thought there would 

be a lot of varroa due to the mild (if wet) winter, so I treated with the ‘soft’ varroacide Varroa-

gard.  I have seen no chalkbrood at all this year, and that’s not what others have told me.  That’s 

certainly not a scientific experiment, but the presence of sulphur in the powder says that fungicidal 

side effects are likely.  Thirdly, the last 2 years I’ve tried brood-and-a-half instead of single, and I 

love it.  This is on Nationals, the extra space is good for more foragers, less swarming, and more 

flexibility for winter food storage.  Yet for me, with lots of hives to check for queen cells April-

July, this makes life so easy.  I only check through the half brood (upper) box, and if there are 

queen cells at all, I guarantee some will be in there.  It’s so easy looking at shallow frames and be-

cause you don’t disturb the main nest, the bees hardly notice.  Of course, if you find cells, full in-

spection and action on both boxes is required. 

 

Lastly, I have to say that I find using castellated runners in brood boxes is great, if used the Wis-

borough way.  I think the folk who pooh-pooh this method simply don’t know the technique of 

making space first before removing a frame.  Perhaps some dexterity is required, but isn’t that one 

of the keys to good colony manipulation? 

 

Good luck to the bees of Britain, and may all the years be as fruitful as this one! 

 

Tony Newman 

Spain   
Wisborough Green 
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The 83rd National Honey Show, promoting the highest quality honey and wax products with inter-

national classes, beekeeping lecture convention and workshops, will be held from 30th October to 

1st November 2014. 

 

Details can be found on the following link: http://www.honeyshow.co.uk   

 

For those who are able to attend, there are workshops and lectures covering an array of subjects.  

Workshops will need to be booked in advance to guarantee a place.  There is no booking for lec-

tures, seats are available on a first come first served bases. 

 

There are lectures aimed at all levels of beekeeping experience, including a lecture programme for 

beginners.  These lectures are aimed at either absolute beginners or those in their first year of bee-

keeping and include: 

 

 Swarms and Swarm Control. 

 Common Bee Diseases. 

 Tasks Throughout the Year. 

 

There are numerous workshops and demonstrations during the three days, many of them run by 

people whose names will be familiar to you.  There is something of interest for everyone, includ-

ing: 
 

 Improving your Bees by Producing Home Breed Queens (by Roger Patterson). 

 Marketing of Hive Products (by Christine Stevens). 

 Bee Disease Identification and Control (by Nigel Semmence and Julian Parker). 

 BBKA Basic Certificate (by Pam Hunter). 

 A to Z of Swarm Control (by Phil McAnespie). 

 

Full details on the Lecture Programme and Workshop Booking are covered in the Show Schedule.   

 

 

Caroline Drewett shares the joys and frustrations of running an out-apiary. 

 

The last ’Tales from an Out-Apiary’ appeared in the August edition of this newsletter, and told the 

tale of a queen remaining in the brood chamber even though there was no queen excluder prevent-

ing access to a super.  The colony in question filled the super with nectar in less than a week.  

 

Since then, the honey harvest has been extracted and supers returned to the hives for ‘drying out’.  

In the past I have used the ‘Patterson method’ to encourage the bees to remove any honey from the 

supers to the brood chamber; using plastic rubble sacks with a hole in the middle.  However, last 

year the bees began to put fresh nectar in the extracted supers instead of drying them out.  Maybe 

the hole was too big?  This year, having attended the apiary meeting when this and alternative 

methods were discussed, I decided to use a crownboard with the feeder hole reduced in size.  

http://www.honeyshow.co.uk/
http://www.honeyshow.co.uk/lecture_convention.shtml
http://www.honeyshow.co.uk/download_schedule.shtml
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Sometime ago I rescued a strip of correx sheeting from a pile of packing material destined for the 

dustbin, feeling sure that it would be useful for beekeeping at some point in the future.  This correx 

strip has small slots that look ’bee size’.  I cut a piece long enough to cover the hole in the crown-

board, with one of the slots in the middle, and secured it with drawing pins.  Now the sensible 

thing would have been to measure the exact size of the slot, but as I was in a hurry and didn’t have 

a ruler to hand, I held it against a queen excluder and guessed that it was the correct ‘bee space’.  I 

placed the crownboard between the brood chamber and the extracted supers. 

I returned to the hive a few days later to find the supers empty of bees.  The slot was too small (but 

only just) and the bees had been unable to remove any of the correx to make it bigger.  Lesson 

learnt  -  next time find the ruler!  A slight adjustment to the correx using a pair of nail scissors and 

the slot was now just big enough to allow the  bees to pass through.  A return visit a few days later 

revealed lovely dry supers (and less frustrated bees!). 

It is a few days now since the autumn equinox, which is the official start of the season.  As bee-

keepers we are looking ahead toward the winter, keen to ensure our bees are in the best possible 

state to survive the months ahead.  A big part of this preparation is the use of anti-Varroa treatment 

to control Varroa numbers.   

I used Apiguard in my first year of beekeeping and continued to do so until last year, when MAQS 

was approved for use in this country.  I had no problems using Apiguard, but sometimes found the 

requirement to apply two treatments two weeks apart inconvenient.  MAQS requires one treatment 

over a seven day period, so less visits to the apiary are needed for this method of Varroa control.  

The shorter treatment time was very appealing.  I spent a considerable amount of time researching 

the various reports regarding the use of MAQS; and also numerous beekeeping forums (horror sto-

ries of disappearing queens and other reasons not to use the product) before making my own deci-

sion regarding which one to use.  Decision made, I treated both colonies with the new product. 

I have used MAQS again this year.  It is more expensive than the alternatives but, with four colo-

nies, the cost is manageable (and for me is mitigated by the much shorter treatment period).  Fortu-

nately it is now available in smaller tubs (two dose pack containing four strips) so bulk buying is 

not necessary.  Apart from the initial application, when the bees retreat from the top bars as soon 

as they get a whiff of the MAQS strip, (it would do an excellent job of clearing supers for extrac-

tion!), I have not witnessed any immediate adverse reaction by the bees.  I remained at the apiary 

for sometime after application and the bees were entering and exiting the hives in the usual man-

ner, with no exodus or ‘bearding’ at the entrance (conditions often cited as reasons not to use the 

product).   

That was a week ago and I am due to return to the apiary tomorrow to remove any remnants of the 

MAQS strips and carry out what will most likely be the final full inspection of the colonies this 

year.  I will write about my findings in next month’s column.  

I already have a use for the two empty (and washed) MAQS tubs  - they are an ideal size for feed-

ing cappings to the bees! 

Caroline 

 
 

 

 

Thanks to this month’s contributors.  If you have similar articles or beekeeping 

experiences you would like to share, please supply articles and any photographs 

for the November edition no later than the 26th October.   
 

If you need any help submitting an article, please give me a call. 
Caroline 

 


